LORD GREY'S RESIGNATION             273

points, the Bill could be so mutilated by the help of
the Waverers as to make it utterly unsatisfactory
to the country. Accordingly, the Waverers gave the
next helping hand to the Opposition. Lord Lynd-
hurst proposed an amendment which the Government
properly declared to be hostile to the conduct of the
Bill; and the Waverers supported Lord Lyndhurst,
and his motion was carried by a majority of thirty-
five. Lord Grey at once addressed himself to the
King, and as the King still hesitated about granting
him the power to make new Peers, Lord Grey in-
stantly tendered his resignation. The resignation was
accepted ; indeed, there was nothing to be done but
to accept it, or to give in to Lord Grey's demands
King William knew well that when Lord Grey had
once made up his mincl it would be useless for even
the Sovereign to attempt any argument or persuasion
with him. Lord Grey and his colleagues went out of
office ; and the King was left, metaphorically, face to
face with the country, Tace to face with the possibility
of revolution. The King sent for Lord Lyndhurst,
and pathetically, perplexedly, besought for help and
counsel. Lord Lyndhurst had only one piece of
advice to give, the only piece of advice any Tory
could have given under the circumstances, and that
was to send for the Duke of Wellington. The Duke
was sent for; and the King implored him to under-
take the formation and the leadership of a new
Government. The Duke of Wellington had en-
countered many terrible risks and difficulties in his
time; but he had never encountered any risk or any
difficulty when there was .not the slightest chance of
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